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¯ If fully funded, the propes~d project will preserve 17,7 milas of existing riparian corridor along
the San Joaquin River, adjacent oxbo’,~s, and a portion of" the lower Tuolumne River, and re,tore
about 3,600 acres of riparian forest and ~onal wetlands.

¯ Protecting and restoring high quality habitete which would benefit priority species such ~ the
Aleutian Canada goose, greater sandhill cranes, wastem yellow-billed cuckoos, raptors such as
the gwaln~on’s hawk and bald cegle, riparian bn~h rabbit, riparian wood rat, valley elderbeff7
Ionghosn be~tie, splillai{, and San Ioaquin ~’ihute~ies fall-ran chinook salmon. In addition,
shorebirds, waterfowl, heroes, and neotropical migratary songbirds will benefit from restoration
and protectinn sctinns,
An additional benefit will be a reduction in peak floods as water will be stored temporarily in
off.ream ar~s, non-ecosystem objecfiv~ of floed p~tection a~e incremen~lly benefitted from

Additional envirunmental and floud �on~o] benefits accrue from reduced need for dr~dglng, clear

¯ Wa~r quality will be enhanced by the r~st~red v~e~ted flcudphin by providing sediment ~ral~
and nutrient uptake. Water supply n¢~ds will be n:due~d by the de~res.~d n~d for i~igatlon.
Thus, the CALFED non-ecosys~m oh.~�~iv~ of ",~ater quality improvcm©nt and wa~" supl~ly
reliability are an additional b~nefit of this project,

Ecosy~=n sm~asors and po~utial restorstion actions were identif=ed and summarized in
"Summary of Technical Team Reports: $~ressor~ and Example P,~storation Actions", da~d June 5, 1997.
Table l below ~ sa’ossoss which are targeted by the proposed project.

d. Background and Biological/Technical
During launary [997, devastating floods swept through California’s Central Valley, causing toss of life
¯ ud an estlma~d $2 Billion in property damage. Stanislaus County was one of the most heavily
imps~’~ed are.as. The San ~oaquin Riv=r escaped its ban~, inundated uPoan areas, and caused intensive
fan.land damage.

Through Executive Order 11988, the Council for Environmental Quality and the Office of
Management and Budget have directed the Army Co~ of Engineers and othex Federal agencias to
explore anst-effentive, non-s~z~c~acal flood prot~tlon projects. The proposed addlti~ ~ ~own imo
a multi-agency ©ffo~ with the following permars: U.$. Fish and Wildlife Sexvic~, National Rasou~c¢
Conservation Service, ¢orp_s of Engineers, Bureau of Kecinmation, and California Depamnent of

Restoration of riparian and sea.~nal wetlands i~ the San ~osquin valley is considered to be a high
l~xlorlty by all State and Federal resource ag~cles. W~land and riparian habitats hay© been reduced
to less ~an five percent of historic levels. Coose~aently, fish and wil~l|if~ species whinh utillze
habitats hsve declined dn~natically. The majority of t/ze ~parian habi~t reduction is due to the
r~lomatinn of lands in the San .i’osquin River finodpIain, Lands ~ithin the project ar~a currently
support narrow riparian corridors, typically ranging from I0 to 50 yards wide,

The Service proposes to res~m the natural floodplain and hydrologic processns to this re~ch of th©
San Joaduin River. This would be aecomplished by br~aching the existing fiord control levee and
restoring hi~torlc flo~lplaln width, This will result in ~nhanced e~system fonc~ioning and allow
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Joaquin River (Task A) is enr~utly being completed. A public m~ting fur ~ acquisition was held
on June I, 1997. Consultation under Section 7 of the Eodangered Species Act will b¢ conducted with
endangered species staff of the USFW$,

The T~sk A acquisition would be completed as a mulliagensy cc~operative effort using funding from
the USFWS, NKCS and the Corps of Engineers. Ng.CS is ¢xp~,,cted to ¢oo~ibuta $5 million for
floodplain ~.smen~s through their emcrgenoy watershed pro~c, tion program. Subsuqucatly the
USFWS would pur~has~ the remaining ira©rest in the lands in fee tltl¢. The Amly Cor~ of Engineers
and the Bureau of Reclamatinn have provided flood plain elevation determinations and mapping. The
Coq~s of Ertgins~rs is also expected to purchase flood plain e~sements immediately adjac.~mt (west) to
the Task A acquisitions.

The USFWS=San ~’oaquin Riwr NWR has receivnd $5 million from Congr-’,~s in the 1997 Emecg~cy
Flood Supplemental Appropriation for flood plain acquisition. If this proposal is not f~nded by
CALFED the appropriation will b~ used ~o soinly compint¢ Task A and no other acquisitions will b¢
completed until ai~caat¢ funding is secured.

Local support for th© project is high. Sevc~’ai public meetings concaming non-s’~’uctmal flood control,
including these acquisitions, haw bc~n held to both inform and solinR input from th~ local farm and
Modes’to community. All landowners involved are willing sellers, or an~ willing to have ansemeuts
purchased on their lands. All tasks listed in this project arc �ompunants of the 1995 San Joaquin
P-d.ver Mal~g~il~g Plan. The project has rc~ived wri~tan support of Congressman Gary Condit 0:b
Modesto), Califumia State Resources Agency, S~nisinus Audubon Society, California Audubon
Society, Sierra Club, Environmantai Defense Fund, Riparian Habitat ]o~mt Vantum, facutty and
students at Stanislans State University and Modesto Junior College, and numerous local citizens. This
proposed project was specifically recommended by the California State Govel’nor’s Flood Emcrg~cy
At*zion T~ra in their report dated May 10, 1997.

Costa and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project

Budget ~osta
The tabl~ b~low summarizes the cost breakdowa for each task. A de~crlpti’on of each task is provided
in the Proposed $cop~ of Work abow.

Other fu.nding sourcas and_continooencie~, and total C./ILFED Jtouffn8 request. As stated above, the
project is �’/dgcutod to b~ partially funded by the Naml-ai Rasoorcas Consercation Ser,’ice’s Emergency
Watershed Protection Program. Funding from-this program is exl>c~d to b¢ about $5,000,000. At
this time IqR.CS siaff indicat~ that funding is likely to b¢ appttrced. In addition, the San ~’oaquin River
NWK may mcclv¢ up to $5,000,000 for acquisitions within the floodplain under the Emergancy
Supplemental Appropriations. Thus, our reqnesl to CALlc~D ;, for $10, 647,000. However, in the
event that aither of th~ other funding sources ~,~ not provided, we would mvis~ our re.quest to
include full funding of Task A.

Subconlracls for site clean-up and some of the bird survey work would be conducted using standard
federal contracting procedur~s.
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A’I-rACHMENT

Non-Structural Flood Protection Demonstrarion Project
San ,loaquin River National Wildlife Refuge

Stanialaus County California
April, 1997

Historically, the San ,roaquin R~ver, following w~ter x-a~s and Sierra snow melt, would
regu~rly over-top its banks and inundate the natural floodplain. The ~stem was dynamic:
depositing rich alluvium; creating and cutting st~arabanks; creating riparian forests; changing
the rivers course and creating oxbow lakes and backwaters; clearing debris and str~ambeds;
exposing and depositing gravel and sand; and creating ~almouid spawning habitant.

Water storage/flood control dams war~ built an the San Jnaquin River and its major ~ibutmies,
and water diversious we~ made for agricultural, industrial and mc~’opolitan uses.
cons~uctcd along the river’s course to contain and greatly narrow the floodplain. The river was
tamed, provithng a false sense of snfe~y and ~¢ari~. Homes, businesses, farm buildings and
entire communities were unwisely built in the floodplain. But 100 year, 200 y~ar, et~. flood
events do and will oacur. Inevitably dams am over-topped, levees break, a~d riwr waters
their nat~al place, covering the floodplain.

Tbo 1997 California floods killed 9 people, damagsd or destroyed almost 20,000 homes and
caused an estimated $2 billionin property damages. Given thos~ evcr-presnnt dangers and �osts
to lice azgl proper~ and the associated flood protection costs (dam and levee ¢onsl~ruction, long-
term maintanano~ and repai~) the federal government is sacking more cost-eff~five ways in
dealing with potential flooding along the nation’s dynamic river systems. The Counuil for
Environmental Quali~y and the Office of Management and Budgnt ha,~e ~ted (via Executive
Order 11988) the Army Corps of Engineers and other federal agencies to explore cost-effective,
noa-str~mral flood protection projects.

h support of this mandate, file U.S. Fish & Wildlife Servi~e has proposed a nowga’uctaral flood
protection demonsa’ation peoj~t through fee title a~xlulsition of3,112 acres
properties. This has grov~n into a multi-agancy effort whose partners include th~ National
R~soure¢ Consolation Service, CoTs of Enginesrs, Bureau of Reclamation and California
Dcpartraent of Water Reso~’ces. The lands to be acquired a~ adjacent to the San J’oaquin River
National Wildlife Refuge in Stanislaus County and will be incorporatedjnto the refuge follovdng
acquisition. (S~e enclosed project proposal map.) Additionally, oth~r properties (immediately
west of the proposed fee acquisition) need prote~ion fi’om potenfta[ flood waters v~a flow~ge
easements, setback levees, or acquisition.

Subsequent to fee title acquisition, the 3,112 acres will be restored to their historic floodplain
fimction b.y removing or modifying exi~n8 flood control levess, restoring historic floodplain
width, and restoriog wetlands and ripmian forests. Thes~ a~fians will allow flood waters to
spread over the natural floodplain, thus redaciag downstream flood peaks, flooding of private
proper’q,, and damage to existing downs~eam levees. In addition fish ~ wildlife habitat will be
improved, biodiv~rsity increased, and water quality improved. Th~s¢ resource b~nefits dir~tiy
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contribute to meeting the goals of multi-aseney efforts such as file San loaquln River
Management Plan, California Ripatlan Habitat Joint Venture, Central Valley H~bitat Joint
Ventme and the California/Federal -Bay/Delta Program. Additionally, newly purchased lands
will provide compatible o’~ioor ~’TeafionaJ oppoxqunitie~ (wildlif~ observation, environmental
education, waterfowl hunting, etc.).

Because of the magnitude of the Sm~ loaquin l~i~er flooding ~blems, fl~is c[emons~aEoa
project will be only ~ of a larger watersbed/riverine floodplaiu program to manage floo~plah~
in a more long-term, ¢ost-effecti’�~, and enviroranental]y sensitive manner..
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